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Il. HAKIMIYAH OF ALLAH (SWT) 


Allah (swt) is the Hakim SUI. He is the supreme Legislator. All commands, judgement or legislation belongs to 
Allah (swt). Allah (swt) claims the Legislative right for Himself in absolute terms: 


Cy gales Yall) AST GSHy AS AM) UNS SUG) 9) 1 gd ST al ad 9 ARAN Gy 
- 12:40 “Legislation is not but for Allah. He has commanded that you worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, 
but most of the people do not know. 


° 
Ww 3 


The term i" is Legislation, Commands for judgment, authority to govern; meaning that it is the right of Allah 


(swt) that He alone declare the Legislation. 


This right belongs to Allah alone because, Allah (swt) alone is the owner of the universe and no one is partner 
with Him in owning every atom in this universe. 
= Allah (swt) said all kingdom or sovereignty belongs to Allah alone: — ¢ jy els - ala ee Blaiatv “ail ar 
els ne CUA - " 3:26 Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and 
You take sovereignty away from whom You will." 
= There is no one who is partner with Allah in His sovereignty: eee iG oy oral oa he rl a Ay - 25:2 .. 


and has not had a partner in dominion and has created each thing .. 


= And since Allah (swt) created everything, it is His right that all Commands are from Him: ir ‘poe ayi 


Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists)!" 


The belief that universe and everything is created by Allah (swt) and dependant on Allah (swt) for its existence 
and sustenance, this belief is the essence of Tawheed al-Raboobiya, and Allah (swt) is the elGls (Lord of all 
that exists). 


Because Allah (swt) is the (Seebte 2) Lord of all that exists, it's incumbent on the Creation to follow the guidance 


of their Master and Creator. And if they have disputes amongst them, then they should return to the judgment of 
Allah (swt) and guidance of His nominated Messenger (pbuh). And they should reject the judgment of any other 
in order to be just towards their Creator. 


= Allah (swt) said that we follow His Shariah on what was descended and explained to His Messenger: oo 
ose Sus $93 os ve 5 cag a Sh J 3 (2 -" 7:3 Follow, [O mankind], what has been revealed to 
you from your Lord and do not follow other than Him any allies. Little do you remember. ' 
= The Purpose of descending this guidance is that people judge amongst themselves with it: ES en er 
43 als ee) wit io ae en -" 2:213 ... and with them He sent the Scripture in truth to judge between 
people in matters wherein they differed. " 


But, if they don't rule and judge by Allah's Shariah, then they are unbelievers that will receive severe punishment 


on day of reckoning. 
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= Allah (swt) said: 05/3 as oe Tis als oh oScui J cy - "5:44 ... And whoever does not judge by what 


Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the disbelievers. " 


The belief that Allah (swt) is the only Illah, and none other than Allah is worthy of worship and obedience. This 
belief is the essence of Tawheed al-Uloohiya or Tahweed al-Uboodiya. And it is implication of Uboodiya that we 
must accept Hakimya (45>) of Allah and accept Allah as the Supreme Ruler or Supreme Judge (J! @S >). 


And it is due to which people life their lives according to the Laws given by this Supreme Judge. 


Historically this is that exact issue that has always been the reason of conflicts between System of Jahilliyyah and 
Islam. Otherwise, there have been many nations that though they lived in Jahilliyyah but they recognized that 
there is God who created them, and some of them also fulfilled their duties to worship Allah (in the sense of 
rituals). However, they differed on obeying His laws and differed in ruling and judging with His Hukm. They 
thought that accepting God as creator and worshiping him is one thing, and obeying His Laws is completely 
different thing. 


Allah (swt) said describing such confused people as: ys aS a a5 4 - "6:91 They (the Jews, Quraish pagans, 


idolaters, etc.) did not estimate (recognize) Allah with an estimation due to Him...", meaning that they made gross 
misjudgment in understanding the power and wisdom of Allah (swt). They thought that Allah has given them 
power and intellect but made no arrangement to guide them. Rather He has left them to decide how they choose 
to guide themselves. This is a strange definition of Allah (swt) that sends us to earth but doesn't tell us how to 
live. That all Allah (swt) wanted from us that we prostrate to Him five times a day, but He doesn't really care if 
kill few people, and if we take someone's wealth unjustly. 


And what kind of obedience to Allah is it when the entire system is governed by entities oppose to Laws and 
Commands of Allah? And if Allah (swt) wanted them to constitute their own Law, then he could have said go 
ahead make your own laws because you are very smart. But instead He warned them sternly and repeatedly that 
It is only Allah who has the power to be Legislator. 


= Allah (swt) said: 05/35 ras ae Kyi als gh, (Soe J cy - "5:44 ... And whoever does not judge by what 
Allah has revealed - then it is those who are the disbelievers. " 

= andrepeated: © yoltbas a le Syl ay Ugh a, ee a <#3- "5:45 And whosoever does not judge by that which 
Allah has revealed, such are the Zalimoon (polytheists and wrongdoers - of a lesser degree). " 

= andrepeated: 3 Pome as onan 4 She Sos Al <#3~- "5:47 And whosoever does not judge by what Allah 


has revealed (then) such (people) are the Fasiqoon (the rebellious i.e. disobedient (of a lesser degree) to 
Allah" 


= andrepeated: GO) 4 gf Av. ab of wily wae gal ac Vault Ce on en oly - "5:49 5:49. And so 
judge (you O Muhammad) between them by what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, 
but beware of them lest they turn you (O Muhammad) far away from some of that which Allah has sent 
down to you" 


= and repeated it over and over again 


m and declared: al) \ Soul 9! - 12:40 “Legislation is not but for Allah.." 


Now, we ask that you judge yourself that how we can take this right of Allah (swt) as Legislator, when He is 
stating this over and over again. How can we take another entity as IIlah? how can we take another Illah to be our 


Legislator? 
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No human is Abd (slave) of other human, i.e. No human has absolute authority over other human. This is the 
very essence of descending Quran is to free human from other humans, instead Justice is defined by Allah (swt), 
The Creator of All beings, and this justice is equally applied to all. 


The very essence of “La IIlah illa allah...” is that Allah (swt) is “The Illah”. And Allah (swt) is the only one who 
defines the Law and Judgment. Those who seek to define the Law and Judgment parallel to the Laws of Allah or 
in contradiction to Allah’s law are in essence claiming Uloohiyah with Allah (swt), or seeking partnership with 
Allah (swt) as “Tllah”. This is indeed a major Kufr and Shirk. 


Those who claim that also have a right to Legislate are called “Taghoot” ( =, 1b!) as the origin of the word 
“Toghian” ( ots) in Arabic means exceeding the limit. Taghoot is any and every body or individual who claims 
the right of Uloohiyah with Allah. 


Thus, no human has right to forbid anything on other human except that Allah (swt) forbids it on His creation 
Himself, nor they have right to permit anything on other humans if the Creator Himself prohibited it. 


SSN al) le 15208) A 8 JSG LS CS SET sel CI iG 


16:116 And do not say about what your tongues assert of untruth, "This is lawful and this is unlawful," to 


Jahilliyyah made this error that they separated the Hakimiya of Allah (swt) from Tawheed al-Uloohiya. They 
claimed (strangely) that we can be obedient to Allah but we don't need His Law to be obedient. This is their error 
that made the mankind rebel against Allah (swt). When someone legislate laws contrary to Allah's law, he 
exceeds his limits, and self declare himself as "Illah". He starts to declare actions as halal, what Allah (swt) 
legislated to be haram. Thus, such person or entity that constitute laws that are contrary to Laws of Allah (swt) is 
Taghoot ( ,#th). 


In Islam, Allah is the Supreme Hakim of mankind, it is His Legislation that governs life of people. In Jahilliyyah it 
is the Hukm of Taghoot ( ~ ts!) that governs the lives of people. When man bows against the Hukm of Taghoot, 


he essentially accept Taghoot as his Illah. 


Ruling with Shariah (4 J « 1) and its relationship to Tawheed 
Iman, and Islam 


There is deep and fundamental relationship between Ruling according to Shariah and Tawheed and Iman (faith, 
belief). This is evident through many verses of Quran as the Hakimiyah ( 4.54!) of Allah is embedded in core 


Tawheed and Iman. And the obedience to Allah (swt) necessitates submitting to His Rules, His Commands, and 
His Orders. Allah (swt) states: 


a (2s ween is} ae \yfomy Y wpe eb BD Sos OS Ose’ V GLYy 9B - 4:65 “But no, by your Lord, 
they will can have no Faith, until they make you [O’ Muhammad] judge in all disputes between them, and 
find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept [them] will full submission.” 


vara 


mage UU fe a 5 NN ake oy Be Te ell gl OSG oF GT Ly UN cab 1 ap UG I OF Hy - 33:36 “It is not 
for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have 
any option in their decisions. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a 


plain error. 
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Relationship to Tawheed al-Uloohiya («+ ,!Yi «> 5) 


Tawheed al-Uloohiya (4 5)¥! +> 3) also known as Tawheed al-Uboodiya (4>4| +> /) relates to complete and total 


submission to Commands of Allah (swt). And Allah's right to Legislate and Ruling with Shariah are directly 
related to Tawheed al-Uloohiya. 


Ibada (5) 
= Firstly, in the sense of Abd (slave): Ibadah, in the linguistic sense, is to be under the control of the 


“Maaboud”, >)! as a slave. Slavery to Allah (swt) is a privilege. 


The sole purpose of our Creation was defined by Allah (swt) as: 9 sux Uy ey toall ale 5. “And I 
(Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone).”. 


And Allah (swt) asked us to be His slave: 9 it rig Uy - 21:92 “I am your Lord, so become my slave”. 


Meaning that we (human) only obey His Commands, and no one elses. 


m Tosubmit to Allah, three areas of the human behaviour were identified in Surat Al-Anaam ale (Surat Al- 
Tawheed ): 
= Do not seek Judgement with other than Allah: ces al ali pie “6:114 Shall I seek any Judge but Allah” 
= Do not make Walie other than Allah: iy ja, al sai ‘5 - “6:114 Say: shall I take any “Walie” 
protector/supporter other than Allah”. 
= Do not worship other than Allah: <_+ iS apna al ali ef ‘si - “6:164 Say: Shall I seek for my Lord any 
one other than Allah”. : 
lah (4) 
m Secondly, in the sense of Ilah: Since Allah (swt) is the sole Creator of the universe, all Creation belongs to Him 


and is subservient to Him. All provisions and sustenance is from Him, and all authority and power belongs to 
him. No one else has the knowledge and wisdom of entire creation except Him alone. Since He is the sole 
Creator and sustainers of entire Creation, then there can be no other authority other than Allah (swt). 


Allah (swt) is the only ah. sai) SS 85 3 250 35 Sy i 3 oll 58%, - "43:84 It is He (Allah) Who is the 
only [lah in the heaven and the only [lah on the earth. And He is the All-Wise, the All-Knower. " 

Allah (swt) states that He is the only provider of sustenance, hence He is the only Hah: ©.2 | ree * ale gat G 
2 Sis Joe Nae Says Al 35 SNe la Soe alll -" 35:3 O mankind! Remember the Grace of 


Allah upon you! Is there any creator other than Allah who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the 
earth? La ilaha illa Huwa (There is no illah but Him). How then are you turning away (from Him)? " 


Since Allah (swt) is the Ilah, only He commands the right to Legislate. Allah says: «laui VJ aig3 ce Oped 
Opals Yt ST ES Sy Sal Sy) Gus Oud Wy ls STAY) SSI of thle tg an UGE FLT, EP e 12:40 
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“You worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and your fathers, for 
which Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah. He has commanded that you 
worship not except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do not know. 


= Allah (swt) says: o>" alg Sol Apr ear Sil 3 ASIN 2 4 Uy all U al) 445 -" 28:70 And He is Allah; La ilaha 
illa Huwa (There is no illah but Him). His is all praise, in the first (i.e. in this world) and in the last (i.e.in 
the Hereafter). And for Him is the Hukum (Commands, Order, Legislation, Decision), and to Him shall 
you (all) be returned. " 


There are large number of verses to reflect that Allah is the only Ilah, and that Godness and Authority go hand in 
hand. The Sole God, the only Creator with unlimited power has the Sole Authority to command, order, legislate 
or make any decision. There is no other authority, god, ilah that can supersede His Command and Authority. 
Allah (swt) is the Supreme Authority and the Solo Power of the universe. Allah (swt) is Supreme Sovereign, and 
the entire universe falls in His domain, His Sovereignty, His Kingdom, His legislation and under His Command 
and Control. No one else shares this power and sovereign with Allah (swt). This is the essence of Tawheed al- 
Uloohiya. 


Rejection of Taghoot (<s©4) and other opposition to Allah's Commands 
= Thirdly, in the sense of rejecting Taghoot, as Allah (swt) says: 


Perse rt ee 7.17 0 70 oe oe o 8 nes ete oe 
Bl Syd El a aL op’y el bll (AS oad 
2:256 ... So whoever disbelieves in Taghoot and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no 
break in it... 


Rejecting those who oppose Allah’s Deen and transgress against his limits is first and foremost activity before 
accepting the Constitution of Islam. This can be understood by following verses: 


» pity “aS - Rejecting Taghoot: 


3G Go 


a oo gelbi (Leer, al ger of V 05 ats 3 “Aa, - 16:36 “And We certainly sent into every nation a 
messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid Taghoot.". 


= Thus, reject all false deities, rebels, ideas or concepts that contradict religion of Allah. 


= Donottake Scholars & Rulers as Lord: 
ma ARS yal Oy ae Oh lly alll ond 22 UST GU BASEN A - 9:31 “They have taken their 
scholars and monks as lords besides Allah, and [also] the Messiah, the son of Mary. And they were 


not commanded except to worship one God; there is no deity except Him”. Thus, pointing to those 
who start obeying them in commands contrary to Allah’s command. 


a pi dl | p65 UF 0 94y yf - Do not seek judgment other than Allah: Judgment is only for Allah alone. 


aOR gO EO gy By CO foe ee oO ee Se Pa eee Wy Poo aye ee Boe 2 ae bee Sees I Coe Xe 
7 hegtg 8 Ny BS OF Ng ah By co ge UaN NN pS Ob OY yey GUS ye Spd Ley GD) Sil Lee pad gh Oya Suelo 


2 


Wasi YK pela: ol olkZAJ- 4:60 Have you not seen those who claim to have believed in what was 
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revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what was revealed before you? They wish to refer legislation 
to taghut, while they were commanded to reject it; and Satan wishes to lead them far astray. 


= Donot blindly follow your forefathers: 


: O shies Vy es Oba Y A4uT Ow SI elit aile all G4 aS igh Di Soho eh aah 1s Hayy - 2:170 And when it is 


said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will follow that which we 
found our fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood nothing, nor were they guided? 


mst eS Gy Sghb | plot U - Do not befriend with enemies of Allah and His Messengers: 


7 Cae Oe Sel Ua yas’ 55 SSL ail) O gall UY SEG GLE Lie W107 Gil) TY - 60:1 O you who have 
believed, do not take My enemies and your enemies as allies, extending to them affection while they 
have disbelieved in what came to you of the truth...”. 

. Cds) 2 abd hy AUG yatbey cpl Oo! - 58:20 Indeed, the ones who oppose Allah and His Messenger - 


those will be among the most humbled. 


Relationship to Tawheed al-Ruboobiya (« 5: 3) >) 


Allah (swt) defines himself as Malik-ul-Mulk (Possessor of all the Kingdoms). The Creator that owns everything 
in this Universe and outside of it. Everything belongs to Him (swt). 

= Allah (swt) says that to Him Pelonge everything: y+ j4i3 WA os wh & 759 lS os oy SP s POIMTOUY well i 

“8 eit |S dé Cl eeea FORWan icky op as elas -" 3:26 Say (O Muhammad SAW): "O Allah! Possessor of the 


kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom You will, and 
You endue with honour whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. In Your Hand is the good. 
Verily, You are Able to do all things. " 


= Allah (swt) says all Creation belongs to Him, and all Orders and Commandments are for Him to an 
ppwwre ny SAWN Coley Vas Alby 51g fol ees sal be spas oth ies Ans eV dt GE coal Alf 
Celtel any Aan oy sts er peal Vio Zl - "7:54 Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and ih 


earth in Six Days, and then He Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in a manner that suits His Majesty). 
He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the 
stars subjected to His Command. Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the 
Lord of the Alameen (mankind, jinns and all that exists)! " 


=m Hence, this leave no room for anyone else to own anything in Allah's Universe. Rather it is Allah's will that 
He choose to give anything to us. There is no choice in matter of Creation by the creation, so as there is no 
choice for creation to declare Commandments and Laws. Such an act will be considered a Shirk. 
= Allah (swt) says: O78 Gs (Jur, ali oo. oh wel OWS NERS oY GES) LY, -" 28:68 And your Lord 
creates whatsoever He wills and chooses, no choice have they (in any matter). Glorified be Allah, and 
exalted above all that they associate as partners (with Him). " 
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Relationship to Tawheed al-Asma wa-Siffat (oti2)1 ,ie'Yi> ¥) 


Allah's right to Legislate and Ruling with Shariah is directly related to Tawheed as-Asma wa-Siffat (Names 
and Attributes of Allah). Two of the main attribute of Allah (swt) is Al-Hakim (.5+!) and Al-Hakeem (+). 


mn Gell Soh Al] “wall - 95:8 Is not Allah the most just of judges? 
= Allah says: GySGe) 3 45- 7:87, 12:80 “... The Best of Judges”. 
= Allah says: gga Sei - 11:45, 95:8 “... The Most Just of the Judges”. 


= Allah says: ciel ae PY es) ae y -Souj 4, - "13:41 ... And Allah judges, there is none to put back His 
Judgement and He is Swift at reckoning." 

= Allah says: +S ale AlN Sy Souj all SS Sus -" 60:10 ... That is the Judgement of Allah. He judges 
between you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. " 


Hence, denying Shariah of Allah (swt) is denying the main attribute of Allah that defines Him as Ilah. 

= Allahsays: o,34 ea) OS all OSS, a aa Sasi - 5:50 “Then is it the judgement of [the time of] 
ignorance they desire? But who is better than Allah in judgement for a people who are certain [in faith]”. 

= Allah says: Cebolil ‘3s yh Soul ads all Yh Sos 2 - 6:57 “The decision is only for Allah. He relates the truth, 
and He is the best of deciders”. 


Rejecting this equates, Kufr and Shirk. 


= As Allah (swt) says: ai de ~e Cegltal OG me (pall Laal as Uy ab a oSt wl Ue yl Ca ~e 15h oS ~ ao 
42:21 Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), who have instituted for them a Deen (religion) which 
Allah has not allowed?. And had it not been for a decisive Word (gone forth already), the matter would 
have been judged between them. And verily, for the Zalimoon (polytheists and wrong-doers), there is a 
painful torment " 


= As Allah (swt) says: (Sf 4.56 2 B25 UG Ss os 93 2 4G) G -°18:26 They have no Walee (Helper, Disposer 


of affairs, Protector, etc.) other than Him, and He makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule." 


Relationship to Iman (cu!) 


A person cannot have Iman until he/she fully accepts judgement of Allah (swt) and His Prophet (pbuh). A 
hypocrite is identified by Allah (swt) with two well known traits: 


= Though a person makes a claim in believing in Allah (swt), however, when it comes to the Law and 
Judgement, he/she goes to the Taghoot and other opponent of Allah (swt) for judgement. 


= Such a person has hesitation to accept Allah's Law and His Messenger's judgement 
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= Allah (swt) asked us to follow His Commands and His Messenger's Commands without any hesitation in the 
heart against it. Slightest of hesitation against Allah's Order mean that Iman is incomplete. This has been 
explained in following verses by Allah (swt) himself without any ambiguity. 


= Allah (swt) says: OF gol opal J gS OF a 8 AU on gf Oy QUT lt LS fT 0229 Saath NF pl 
USS = byte Ae O yes Guat GG SL dy al he I er B19, — Vaal Vee phat of OT fy 2 ay 19/853 
“ee (eB ab 3G a he th SF easy Uy Y Ubi oy ally OR OG eT Koel gio 
Aber dN ABE it cael Aly GEG all oby EY SAS 5 uf GOS pelt al artes 


ae 


bales Cia Wh ie pagel GB gland YF Gey a Lad B iSong ey SU - rey Cay anes ic 
Logheri - "4:60 Have you seen those (hyprocrites) who claim that they believe in that which has been sent 


- 


down to you, and that which was sent down before you, and they wish to go for judgement (in their 
disputes) to the Taghoot (false judges) while they have been ordered to reject them. But Shaitan (Satan) 
wishes to lead them far astray.[] (4:61) And when it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has sent down 
and to the Messenger (Muhammad SAW)," you (Muhammad SAW) see the hypocrites turn away from 
you (Muhammad SAW) with aversion (4:62) How then, when a catastrophe befalls them because of what 
their hands have sent forth, they come to you swearing by Allah, "We meant no more than goodwill and 
conciliation!" (4:63) They (hypocrites) are those of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts; so turn 
aside from them (do not punish them) but admonish them, and speak to them an effective word (i.e. to 
believe in Allah, worship Him, obey Him, and be afraid of Him) to reach their innerselves (4:64) We sent 
no Messenger, but to be obeyed by Allah's Leave. If they (hypocrites), when they had been unjust to 
themselves, had come to you (Muhammad SAW) and begged Allah's Forgiveness, and the Messenger 
had begged forgiveness for them: indeed, they would have found Allah All-Forgiving (One Who forgives 
and accepts repentance), Most Merciful. (4:65) But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they 
make you (O Muhammad SAW) judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance 
against your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. " 


Here Taghoot clearly identified as another System of Law that Judges according to Laws that are contrary to 
Allah's Law. It also denotes a sovereign who doesn't acknowledge Allah's right to Rule and Legislate and abide 
by Allah's Law and Commandment in their judgement. Hence, that is why they have been ordered to "reject" 
them. 


These verses also categorically states that a person who submits to Allah's command must resolve all their 
disputes in light of Allah's Law as explained by His Prophet (pbuh). In fact, a person who submits to Allah's 
command must reject any other method of judgement and law that contradicts Allah's Law and His Shariah. 
According to words of Allah (swt) such a system of law has no legitimacy in eyes of Allah (swt). A believer must 
not legitimize authority of Taghoot. It is mere hypocrisy to claim to submit to Allah and at the same time seem 
Rulings from Taghoot and Taghoot Laws. 


The last verse clearly identifies that there shall be no hesitation in heart of a believer to accept Allah's Law and 
His Shariah. This principle was pronounced by the Prophet (pbuh) in the following words: "None of you can 
become a believer until his desires become subservient to what I have brought (i.e. my teachings)."! [Nawawi|] 


= The attitude of a believer is that when he/she hears Allah's Command, he/she rushes to fulfill it, instead of 
finding excuses and wasting time. 


1 Cited by al-Nawawi in al-Arba'in, see the tradition no. 41, transmitted on their authority of Abu al-Qasim Isma'il b. Muhammad al-Isfahani, 
Kitab al-Hujjah with the opinion that it is a 'good' and 'sound' tradition, with a sound chain of transmission. [Tafheem, Eng Translation] 
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= Allah (swt) says: ode shout Obi a Se of a Sy ol A658) Cpa Sy OW CA -" 24:51 
The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are called to Allah (His Words, the Quran) and His 
Messenger (SAW), to judge between them, is that they say: "We hear and we obey." And such are the 
prosperous ones (who will live forever in Paradise). " 


Relationship to Islam (a>') 
The word Islam (¢>') came from Arabic root ¢ J .» which means submission and obedience: 


a Abraham said: (geltal GG) GAL J L145, J Jus 4) - "2131 When his Lord said to him, "Submit (i.e. be a 
Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of the Alameen (mankind, jinns 
and all that exists).” 


= Allah (swt) instructed Prophet Mohammad (pbuh): GUS fui il 55 25 oy a ers COLT | BSS os 
stay ea! Ally, eh ours is Ke o's pecs) as pale ae re SoM - "3:20 So if they argue with you, say, "I 

have submitted myself to Allah [in Islam], and [so have] those who follow me." And say to those who 
were given the Scripture and [to] the unlearned, "Have you submitted yourselves?" And if they submit 


[in Islam], they are rightly guided; but if they turn away - then upon you is only the [duty of] 
notification. And Allah is Seeing of [His] servants.” 


a Ws as “5 oe Sl hs ms vara wal! ea als - "22:78 ...Therefore, be steadfast in the religion of your father 
Abraham. Allah had called you "Muslims" before this and has called you (by the same name) in this 
(Qur'an) ..." 


= At-Tabari who is considered master of all mufassireen (-, 2), and the most prominent scholar in knowledge 
of the Arabic Language and the variant readings of the Quran, interprets religion (Deen) as meaning 
obedience and humility. He states this in his commentary on the ayah: ate al) Le on 5! - "Indeed, the 
(only) Deen in the sight of Allah is Islam" A'al Imran 3:19 ; 


He says, "Such is Islam, it means submission and humility. The verb derived from this word is aslama, in the 
sense of entering into Islam. Similarly it is said (in Arabic), aqhata al-qawm (_¢34/| 23) when the people (al- 


qawm) enter a period of famine (qaht) ...; So it is said aslamu when they enter into Islam, which means 
submitting and humbling themselves, and giving up resistance. If this is the case, then the interpretation of 


the ayah (SEY! 4 al) Sus on oN) i is that the obedience means obedience to him, and affirmation on the lips, and 


in the heart of total enslavement (uboodiyah) subjugation and submission to Him by means of obedience to 
all His commands and prohibitions, submission without any arrogance or deviation, without associating any 
of His creatures in that submission or worship"?. 


= Obviously, the purpose of this submission (Islam) is to obey Allah's Commands, and use Allah's Command in 
every sphere of live. Whoever submits to Allah's Deen is considered to be on right track. 


= Allah (swt) says: , pi 116 al Ms a's oy Es ce “ghg al Pires wb oy - " 31:22 And whosoever 
submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e.(follows Allahs Religion of Islamic Monotheism), worships Allah 
(Alone) with sincere Faith in the (1) Oneness of His Lordship,(2) Oneness of His worship, and (3) Oneness 


2 Tafseer at-Tabari, 4/255 - Man-made laws vs Shariah 
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of His Names and Qualities), while he is a Muhsin (gooddoer i.e. performs good deeds totally for Allahs 
sake without any show-off or to gain praise or fame etc. and does them in accordance with the Sunnah of 
Allahs Messenger Muhammad SAW), then he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold (La ilaha ill- 
Allah (there is no Ilah but Allah)). And to Allah return all matters for decision. " 


= Allah (swt) says: Su oat) WU GA, eed Saat) ale AF ee hg Gy LS a CST sy - "4125 And who 
can be better in religion than one who submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e. follows Allahs Religion of 
Islamic Monotheism); and he is a Muhsin (a good-doer - see V.2:112). And follows the religion of Ibrahim 


(Abraham) Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism - to worship none but Allah Alone). And Allah did take Ibrahim 
(Abraham) as a Khalil (an intimate friend). " 


= Allah (swt) related submission (Islam) to His Deen, and considers His Deen the only way to submit to Allah 
(swt). 


Were ~ a ae Ser fer 8 0 FR Oe Ce oe oe (eee eke Ee Se ae ae Th Pa aed 
= Allah (swt) says: Ui ol aU SUL AS oA ee Ln elall pacle Ls te oy VI USI yh Gell Cal eDeeY\ alll ae Cyaull Of 
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wes) ee. ~~" 3:19 Truly, the Deen (religion) with Allah is Islam. Those who were given the Scripture 


(Jews and Christians) did not differ except, out of mutual jealousy, after knowledge had come to them. 
And whoever disbelieves in the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, signs, revelations, etc.) of Allah, then 
surely, Allah is Swift in calling to account. " 


= Hence, anyone who refuse to accept Allah's Deen and refuses to accept Allah's Law, and refuses to judge 
according to Allah (swt), such a person is doomed and Allah's rejects such a person. 


= Allah (swt) says: jy pte) tie a Py ee Seat ob ey Se #2 o- "3:85 And whoever seeks a Deen 
(religion) other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the 
losers. " 


Relationship to Kalima (41s) or Shahada (zs2\¢) 


When somebody submits to Allah (swt) and admits to His Deen, he or she proclaims their submission by 
announcing: 


al Spey dost abl YI all Y 
There is no Illah but Allah, Muhammad is Messenger of Allah 


This is the Title of Islam, proclamation to Tawheed and the entrance to citizenship to Deen Allah. This is often 
referred to as testimony of faith “a,b 41s”. 


= Itconsists of two parts: 
= There is no oJ) Illah but Allah 


= Muhammad is His Messenger. 


= The first part has two aspects - Negative and Positive: 
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= There is no God: Taking away any possibility of giving the capacity of God to any thing. Capacity of God 
in following sense: 


m As acreator and sustainer 
m As the law-maker. 
m Asa judge to whom all creation is accountable. 


e But Allah: Attributing it to Allah, and Only Allah 


= Reject all other Illah first: Thus, a believer must first clean his heart from the belief of any other god or from 
the worship of any their deity or false power, only then can faith in the Oneness of Allah can be established. 


a a as eae Parad u 
This has been stated in Quran in many verses such as: AL shy ee gellll aS 243 - 2:256 “So whoever 


disbelieves in Taghoot and believes in Allah.. e 


Responsibilities after taking this Oath 

=m The declaration of faith means that one accepted to be citizenship of Deen (Islamic System) of Allah out of his 
freewill. 

= And that one take oath that you will obey Allah’s Law and one will be obedient to Him alone. al oe Cel G 
J Poy) polly 4 | peel - 4:59 “O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger ..”. 


=m And one accepted that Truth is only what's revealed in Allah’s book ea CS je aly ot els - 2:176 “That is 


because Allah has sent down the Book in truth”. 


=m And one accepted that the only true guidance is Guidance of Mohammad His Messenger. thi cereus ea ys 
al - 4:80 “He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah..” 


= And that Allah (swt) sent down book of Truth and guidance with His Messenger that one agreed to follow 
and one agreed to obey it to resolve all disputes. 43 pal ad lil) Oo Se ear Cush prey Jat - 2:213 “... sent 
down with them the Scripture in truth to judge between the people concerning that in which they differed...” 


Mere words not enough: 


This can be illustrated by saying if one puts “Dr.” in front of his name doesn’t make him a doctor until he actually 
goes to university and certify and practice. Thus, by merely chanting la illah illa Allah one doesn’t become 
Muslim until he educate and practice*. Similarly, if one is thirsty, he cannot fulfil his thirst by saying “water 


3 See Rejection of Taghoot later. 
4 Meaning after proclamation of “1a illah ..” one must first learn the two proclamations i.e. i) ay ay ii) I Suey J.#, and understand its 


meaning and effect, because learning them and their meaning is mandatory. 


Secondly, the mukalif iS. (an adult and mature person bound with sharia after his/her proclamation) must learn enough to clearly 


understand: 


a) Islamic Beliefs (2t&el) 
b) Actions (_|.©) that are necessary to remain in fold of Islam 


c) Restraining from actions (_|..!! 4 3) those are necessary to remain in fold of Islm. 
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water”, except that he physically drinks water. Or if one is sick, he cannot cure himself by repeating the word 
“Advil Advil”, except he physically eats that medicine. Thus, one cannot finds paradise by merely declaring 
himself “Muslim Muslim”, until he fulfils commands of Allah by doing it in action. 


This fact is emphasized when the Prophet (pbuh) said that Iman consists over seventy branches: 


It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said: Faith has over seventy 
branches or over sixty branches, the most excellent of which is the declaration that there is no god but Allah, 
and the humblest of which is the, removal of what is injurious from the path: and modesty is the branch of 
faith.5 [Sahih Al-Muslim] 


Also, the Prophet (pbuh) expressed on various occasions to perform prayers, Zakat, fasting and other Islamic 
duties that are essential part of following the Hukm of Allah (swt). 


Narrated Abu Huraira: A Bedouin came to the Prophet and said, "Tell me of such a deed as will make me 
enter Paradise, if I do it." The Prophet (pbuh) said, "Worship Allah, and worship none along with Him, offer 
the (five) prescribed compulsory prayers perfectly, pay the compulsory Zakat, and fast the month of 
Ramadan." The Bedouin said, "By Him, in Whose Hands my life is, I will not do more than this." When he (the 
Bedouin) left, the Prophet said, "Whoever likes to see a man of Paradise, then he may look at this man."® [Sahih 
al-Bukhari| 


Narrated Ibn Abbas: 

“When the Prophet sent Muadh to Yemen, he said to him, "You are going to a nation from the people of the 
Scripture, so let the first thing to which you will invite them, be the Tawheed of Allah. If they learn that, tell 
them that Allah has enjoined on them, five prayers to be offered in one day and one night. And if they pray, 
tell them that Allah has enjoined on them Zakat of their properties and it is to be taken from the rich among 
them and given to the poor. And if they agree to that, then take from them Zakat but avoid the best property 
of the people."”” [Sahih al-Bukhari] 


Accept the guidance from Allah's Prophet (pbuh): 
The part of Shadatain (cv2|¢+) is to accept that Mohammad is the Messenger of Allah, and through Him Allah has 


sent His Law to govern our lives. Thus, we accept Mohammad word’s without asking him evidence, and follow 
His guidance comprehensively. And we obey Muhammad’s commands without hesitation and any resistance in 


heart. And we follow His guidance, and reject any thing else that’s contrary to it. ably a Ih ol - “We hear and 


we obey”. The companions are the examples of this obedience. They obeyed the Prophet (pbuh) with out any 
hesitations. 


Narrated 'Ubada bin As-Samit: 

who took part in the battle of Badr and was a Nagib (a person heading a group of six persons), on the night of 
Al-'Agaba pledge: Allah's Apostle said while a group of his companions were around him, "Swear allegiance 
to me for: 


1. Not to join anything in worship along with Allah. 


Hence, it is important that this person testify in such a way that no doubt remains about his total submission to Allah (swt) and His laws. 


5 Sahih al-Muslim, Book 1 Iman, #56 


6 Sahih Al-Bukhari (Kitab Al-Jana’iz, B23, #480 
7 Sahih Al-Bukhari (Kitab at-Tawheed, v9, b93, #469) 
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2. Not to steal. 

3. Not to commit illegal sexual intercourse. 

4. Not to kill your children. 

5. Not to accuse an innocent person (to spread such an accusation among people). 
6. Not to be disobedient (when ordered) to do good deed." 


The Prophet added: "Whoever among you fulfills his pledge will be rewarded by Allah. And whoever 
indulges in any one of them (except the ascription of partners to Allah) and gets the punishment in this world, 
that punishment will be expiation for that sin. And if one indulges in any of them, and Allah conceals his sin, 
it is up to Him to forgive or punish him (in the Hereafter)." 'Ubada bin As-Samit added: "So we swore 
allegiance for these." (points to Allah's Apostle) - Al-Bukhari 


All of these narrations are suggesting that saying La IIlah illa Allah and submitting oneself to rule of Allah bring 
new responsibilities and duties. It is the duty of every Muslim to diligently perform his or her responsibilities. 


Superiority of La IIlah Illa Allah: 


Hence, whoever accepted the Tawheed and submitted to Allah’s commands by fulfilling the desired actions will 
earn his place in paradise and will be pardoned for their (minor) mistakes. This is the understanding of saying La 
Mah illa Allah... 


It is narrated on the authority of 'Uthman that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said. He who 
died knowing (fully well) that there is no god but Allah entered Paradise. [Sahih al-Muslim] 


Narrated Mu'adh bin Jabal: 

The Prophet said, "0 Mu'adh! Do you know what Allah's Right upon His slaves is?" I said, "Allah and His 
Apostle know best." The Prophet said, "To worship Him (Allah) Alone and to join none in worship with Him 
(Allah). Do you know what their right upon Him is?" I replied, "Allah and His Apostle know best." The 
Prophet said, "Not to punish them (if they do so)." [Sahih al-Bukhari] 


Here it is worthwhile to remind again that all the above narrations from Prophet (pbuh) that are giving assurance 
to paradise doesn’t not mean that mere utterance of words “la illah illa Allah” will ensure a place in paradise and 
all sins will be expiated, as we have explained. This really means that a person who truly admitted to the 
Tawheed of Allah (as in La illah..) and did not committed a shirk®, then Allah (swt) with His mercy may forgive 
him on day of judgment or, this person will first receive the punishment in hell, but later be forgiven due to his 
honest admittance of La Illah.. 


Allah (swt) doesn't forgive the people who commit shirk by associating him partners. One form of associating 
partners to Allah (swt) is to deny Allah's Sole right to Legislate and deny Allah's attribute of Al-Hakim?. This is 


clearly explained in verse: <l0j oJ GUS oy3 Gabry o SAY of aks Y aU Of - 4:48 “Indeed, Allah does not forgive 


association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for whom He wills..” 


Obligation to Rule and Judge with Laws of Allah's Shariah 


8 Shirk is the worst crime against Allah (swt). wee alii yea jh And Allah (swt) will never forgive the person who makes Shirk. bt on y ali Sy 


4, S44, And Mushrik people will remain in Hellfire for ever. Gi (..Ul> mem oS eal See chapter of Shirk later in this book. 


° See discussion on Relationship to Tawheed al-Asma wa-Siffat (cial lV. 3) earlier. 
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The two most important commands of Allah (swt) are to do two simple things: 


1. FOLLOW his Shariat and DO NOT follow those who don’t know: Allah (swt) said: 


6 Por Te ae voto de ye at of ee ye A Ce een de az 
45:18 “Then we have put you (O)Muhammad on an evident way of our commandment, so follow that and do not follow 
the desires of those who does not know” 


2. DO NOT make partners to Allah in Legislating Deen: Allah (swt) said: 


, AS Hed. Rig ee ed a eg 
Cobelall 385 So G28 AY Soo} 
6:57 “The decision is only for Allah. He relates the truth, and He is the best of deciders”. 


| cust. oat, 


18:26 “... And he makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule.” 


Judgment & Rule is only for Allah (swt) 


Allah (swt) is the Hakim SUI. He is the supreme Legislator. All commands, judgement or legislation belongs to 
Allah (swt): 


Cy galas Yul CART ST, ASS hth AUS SG) 9) 1 gM ST Cal ad YY SRN Gy 
12:40 The command (or the judgement) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him (i.e. His 
Monotheism), that is the (true) straight religion, but most men know not. 


No human is Abd (slave) of other human, i.e. No human has absolute authority over other human. This is the 
very essence of descending Quran is to free human from other humans, instead Justice is defined by Allah (swt), 
The Creator of All beings, and this justice is equally applied to all. 


The very essence of “La IIlah illa allah...” is that Allah (swt) is “The Illah”. And Allah (swt) is the only one who 
defines the Law and Judgment. Those who seek to define the Law and Judgment parallel to the Laws of Allah or 
in contradiction to Allah’s law are in essence claiming Uloohiyah with Allah (swt), or seeking partnership with 
Allah (swt) as “Illah”. This is indeed a major Kufr and Shirk. 


Those who claim that right are called “Taghoot” ( ~, ib!) as the origin of the word “Toghian” ( ots) in Arabic 


means exceeding the limit. Taghoot is any and every body or individual who claims the right of Uloohiyah with 
Allah. Please see our discussion on Taghoot earlier. 


Thus, no human has right to forbid anything on other human except that Allah (swt) forbids it on His creation 
Himself, nor they have right to permit anything on other humans if the Creator Himself prohibited it. 


70 ow an) o ¥ Z aoe Z 70 a og yo wnt FA, 
CSS ab) Je 1 y/5ad ae Wy JIG ae OAS) SL Cage CI YG 


16:116 And do not say about what your tongues assert of untruth, "This is lawful and this is unlawful," to 
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Allah's opposition of Taghoot 


A person can never be a true believer or Momin until he rejects Taghoot completely: 


cath 5g Ally ceed 2B AMM cyeg'y os gb ULM “RG ed 
2:256 So whoever disbelieves in taghut and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in 
it 


First and foremost, Reject any other idea, concepts or Then accept the Deen of Allah by following 
opinions, and erase them from your mind, and enter in Allah's commands and Obeying his Messenger 
Islam fresh without any preconceived notions. pbuh, ashe taught us. 


= This is similar to the title of Islam Y! LY, which has two aspects - Negative and Positive: 
Negative: that There is no God: Taking away any possibility of giving the capacity of God to 
anything But Allah; Positive: by Attributing it to Allah, and Only Allah 

a alt othe 2 pb use “3 - Hence, negative part is first reject any one who rebels against Allah or who 


is enemy of His religion, than positive part to accept Allah’s Deen. 


a @ ° vw 0 
Co gSllall | poet AU I gccel © 
16:36 And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid Taghut. 


=m Person who Rejects the Deen of Allah is the friend of Taghoot: 


‘ do ee ae a o aa 4% Pe a eee fe oad ' goa a aa ee a a SE oe 
LN oe er re SFI AS Ny AS ely 5h ol ol os eager pe I pal cell ody ll 
Z as a ae e 2 2 ae 
O pM ead ea UI Otel Eke I) etal 
2:257 Allah is the ally of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into the light. And those who disbelieve - 


their allies are Taghoot. They take them out of the light into darkness. Those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide 
eternally therein. 


Ibn Qayyim explains: (Taghoot is) Any person or entity that due to whom person transgresses his limits (in 
obedience to Allah (swt)), even if he is god (other than Allah), a religious leader, or any person whose obedience 
is compulsory. Thus, Taghoot of every nation is: 


who they make judgement with by leaving judgement of Allah and His Messenger, or 

they worship him (in rituals) by leaving Allah, or 

they follow him without guidance of Allah, or 

they following him in things which are contrary to commands of Allah (knowing or unknowing). 


Sy OIG 


A. A. Mawdudi explains: Literally, this word can apply to a person who commits any kind of transgression. In 
the sense in which it is used in the Qur'an it denotes a person who transgresses the limits prescribed by his status 
as a creation of God, who sets himself up as a god and makes the people treat him as such. He further explains 


three categories i) Fisq, ii) Kufr iii) Tahgoot 
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= Punishment for those who transgressed: 


ghpe L e es o 8 . 3 Ce ° Pe ae . aks 
Shell Ce pepeel Ob — Leal sleall Ny - Cab oe LL 
79:36-38 “So as for he who transgressed, And preferred the life of the world, Then indeed, Hellfire will be [his] refuge.” 


A fu fo 
° 


| | ele BB fool UKs Fa abel gl oul ey sty Si ah ee ay ale Cad, aN Ga 2 al he 0 US Sy i To | 5 


45:60) joc 


Complete Submission to Allah’s Commands 


The true submission means that we completely surrender to the commands of Allah, and we fully accept the 
guidance that He sent down via His messenger without any hesitation and resistance against it. 


baa ie SI 4 ai) aN eight: In YG BS LI 3 peel ah ae 
2:108 “O you who have believed, ‘enter into Islam completely [whole heartedly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. 
Indeed, he is to you a clear enemy” 


Submitting to other than Allah leads to w\~ misguidance: 


Following any guidance other than what Allah (swt) sent will inevitably lead to misguidance 4>.s. When one 


reject Allah’s commands and submits to commands of any other, for any number of given reason, he set himself 
to eventually fail. And that not only he fails himself, he leads other people to fail with him. This compromises of 
following areas: 


= Donot follow desires of yourself: 


a Celli yall eats U all oo) alll 22 cca hs Ge aol ow Asi 4, - 28:50 “And who is more astray than one who 
follows his desire without guidance from Allah? Indeed, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.” - 
a UL fol oa ib pulls U 9 oy oles fogs Bost of Cte if - sy ob oS CET ois GI ed Gif - 25:43 
“Have you seen the one who takes as his god his own desire? Then would you be responsible for him?” 


25:44 “Or do you think that most of them hear or reason? They are not except like livestock [animals]. 
Rather, they are [even] more astray in [their] way.” 


= Donot follow desires and opinion of those who do not know: 
a wats wal sal as y, a ght ren St oly - 5:49 “And judge, [O Muhammad], between them by what 
Allah has revealed and do not follow their vain desires..” 
a al we or oe 4 ali: Ce We nolk cyt Dele sill < ney eael sal eG oft igh Za alll cod Q - 2:120 Say, "Indeed, the 


guidance of Allah is the [only] guidance." If you were to follow their desires after what has come to you 
of knowledge, you would have against Allah no protector or helper 
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Fa Ope gale as i gafi Sli 2a ie aks a - “45:18 Then We put you, [O Muhammad], on an 


ordained way concerning the matter [of religion]; so follow it and do not follow the inclinations of those 
who do not know” 


= Donot blindly follow forefathers: 
mw OSS Vy ES Ole Y AUT Ow Sf GUT ae Galt ou a 6 adh gf Gad w#) i 15) - 2:170 And when it is said to 
them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will follow that which we found our 
fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood nothing, nor were they guided?. 


FI Oh Vy UES 0 gly Y AAGUT O18 SP UEUT alle WG LS A LO Sh aN SGP Sy Altes 3) 5 151 - 52104 And 
when it is said to them, "Come to what Allah has revealed and to the Messenger," they say, "Sufficient for 


us is that upon which we found our fathers." Even though their fathers knew nothing, nor were they 
guided?. 


mya ES Uy SES Vag (Sef al I SOE oe of SAE Y SCT SE 127 5 tel - 5:105 O you who have 
believed, upon you is [responsibility for] yourselves. Those who have gone astray will not harm you 
when you have been guided. To Allah is you return all together; then He will inform you of what you 
used to do. 


(Also, Younus 10:78, Al-Ambiya 21:53, Az-Zukhruf 43:23-25, Luqman 31:21-23, 2:166-167) 


= Donot submit to any other than Allah: 


me oope ee Y ols SN Wy OE of alll Lo 2 ai ag nl aor ri a2) oly 6:116 “And if you obey most of those 
upon the earth, they will mislead you from the way of Allah. They follow not except assumption, and 
they are not but falsifying.”. 


= Do not submit to any other Deen: Total Submission means that after the True Guidance of Allah (swt) has 
arrived then its is only befitting to this Guidance that we reject any thing that conflicts with this True 
Guidance: 
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mw Opts at SG BL 25914 SE ooo ALIA 0 AY alll 422 Gul - 3:83 “So is it other than the Deen of Allah 
they desire, while to Him have submitted [all] those within the heavens and earth, willingly or by 
compulsion, and to Him they will be returned?”. Means reject any other Deen other than Allah’s Deen. 

a Al plait y ia ak ett as ay othe & elit ps ee - 2:256 ... So whoever disbelieves in taghut and 
believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. 


There be no resistance against Allah’s commands: 


Thus, once we learned that this is the true order of Allah (swt) or this is true instructions from Muhammad 
(pbuh), we submit to it with any resistance in our heart. 


me LSA CES til S lylend YU AGS es a ASS OL Y Git SU - 4:65 “But no, by your 
Lord, they will can have no Faith, until they make you [O’ Muhammad] judge in all disputes between 
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept [them] will full 
submission.” 
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Allah Law and Islamic State 
me UU fo a Sy a al oa ae Al Sell gl OS of APL, aN cab 1 a UG RI Ol Gy - 33:36 “Tt is 
not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should 


have any option in their decisions. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed 
strayed into a plain error. 


